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SIXTH 

ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF 


THE  CONTRIBUTORS. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  the  “Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,”  held  March 
4th.,  1839.,  at  the  Hall  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society, 

James  Taylor,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and 
Oliver  Fuller  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  were  presented  and  accepted. 
The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  the  Tellers  declared  the  following 
gentlemen  duly  elected  : 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSTRUC- 
TION OF  THE  BLIND, 

for  1839. 

PRESIDENT. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Nathan  Dunn,  Edward  Coleman, 
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CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 
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MANAGERS. 

R.  M.  Patterson, 

A.  G.  Waterman, 

Wm.  Ashbridge, 

Lewis  R.  Ashhurst, 
Franklin  Peale, 

George  Laws. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO  THE 

CONTRIBUTORS 

TO  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 


FOR 

THE  INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

« 


Ik  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  the 
Board  of  Managers  present  the  following,  their  Sixth 
Annual  Report.  In  performing  this  duty,  they  have  the 
satisfaction  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  Contributors 
upon  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  the 
untiring  zeal  of  the  Principal  and  his  Assistants,  and  the 
industry,  good  order  and  contentment  which  prevail 
among  the  pupils. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report,  fifty  pupils  were  under 
the  care  of  the  Institution,  since  which  time  eight  have 
been  admitted  and  four  have  been  discharged.  Of  the 
fifty-four  at  present  in  the  house,  forty-two  are  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  with  two  exceptions,  supported  by  the 
appropriations  of  the  Legislature.  Four  are  from  New 
Jersey,  three  from  Delaware,  three  from  Maryland,  one 
from  Virginia,  and  one  from  South  Carolina.  Of  those 
who  have  left  the  Institution,  one,  a young  gentleman 
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from  a neighbouring  State,  after  learning  to  make  brushes 
and  baskets  of  a good  quality,  and  progressing  considera- 
bly in  other  branches,  returned  home,  to  reside  upon 
his  own  farm.  A second  was  employed  only  in  the  . 
work-shops.  During  his  residence,  he  learned  to  spin 
ropes  and  make  door-mats  and  corn  brooms,  with  facility, 
and  by  these  means  expects  to  earn  a livelihood  in  his 
father’s  house.  The  third  left  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
further  means  for  the  restoration  of  his  sight;  and  the 
fourth,  Maria  Lightfoot,  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 
after  a severe  attack  of  illness,  returned  to  her  friends, 
where,  the  Board  have  learned  with  regret,  she  died 
shortly  after.  Among  the  earliest  of  our  pupils,  her  close 
application  to  studies,  her  correct  deportment  and  affec- 
tionate disposition  had  gained  for  her,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  the  respect  of  her  teachers  and  the  warm  attach- 
ment of  her  school  companions. 

Appended  hereunto,  will  be  found  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  a list  of  the  pupils,  their  places  of  resi- 
dence and  the  dates  of  their  admission. 

The  branches  at  present  taught  in  the  Institution,  are, 
Spelling,  Reading,  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Composi- 
tion, Geography,  with  the  use  of  maps  and  the  globe, 
Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy, 
History,  and  the  German  Language.  The  proficiency  of 
the  pupils  in  these  studies  and  their  creditable  examina- 
tions before  the  Board  and  its  Committees,  have  been 
entirely  satisfactory.  The  system  of  mutual  instruction, 
which  has  been  introduced  to  a considerable  extent,  has 
been  found  highly  advantageous,  and  its  further  extension 
as  the  senior  classes  become  more  advanced,  will  proba- 
bly render  an  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  unne- 
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cessary.  Several  of  the  pupils  not  only  read  with  facility, 
but  correspond  with  each  other,  and  their  friends ; and  a 
letter  from  Vienna,  printed  with  the  pin-type,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  pupils  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  was 
promptly  translated  into  English,  by  a member  of  the 
German  class. 

Under  the  care  of  Mr.  Rasche,  the  progress  of  the  pu- 
pils in  music,  has  been  highly  creditable.  A moderate 
portion  of  time  devoted  to  a thorough  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  this  department,  the  Board  believes  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  Blind.  Its  utility  has  been  ac- 
knowledged wherever  their  instruction  has  been  at- 
tempted, and  as  a source  of  recreation  and  some  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  the  blessings  of  sight — its  value 
is  not  likely  to  be  over-rated.  Several  pieces  of  music 
have  been  composed  by  members  of  the  class,  indicating 
their  proficiency  in  this  department  of  their  studies.  The 
orchestra  is  composed  of  twenty-one  intruments,  viz : 
First  Violin,  3;  Second  do.,  3;  Tenor  do.,  2;  Violin- 
cello,  2 ; Double  Bass,  1 ; Flutes,  3 ; Clarionet,  2 ; Bas- 
soon, 1 ; Horns,  2 ; Trumpet,  1 ; Trombone,  l.#  Many 
of  the  pupils  composing  the  orchestra,  also  play  on  other 
instruments,  as  the  Piano,  Organ,  &c.  All  the  pu- 
pils, wdth  four  exceptions  among  the  males,  and  five 
among  the  females,  receive  musical  instruction.  The 
Professor  of  Music  gives  lessons  to  the  whole  orchestra 
from  11  A.  M.  to  1 P.  M.  daily,  and  private  lessons  on 
the  harp,  piano,  &c.,  from  2 to  6 P.  M.  The  performances 


* The  Instruments  belonging  to  the  Institution  are,  one  Organ,  six  Piano- 
Fortes,  one  Harpsichord,  three  Harps,  nine  Violins,  two  Violincelloes,  two. 
Double  Bass  do.,  six  Flutes,  one  Hautboy,  one  Bassoon,  three  French  Horns 
two  Trumpets,  one  Trombone,  and  five  Clarionets, 
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of  the  orchestra  and  the  vocal  exhibitions  at  our  public 
examinations  and  concerts,  have  given  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

In  the  Handicrafts,  there  has  been  a decided  improve- 
ment during  the  past  year,  as  evinced  by  the  superiority 
of  the  articles  manufactured  and  the  increased  facility 
with  which  sales  are  effected.  The  products  of  our 
work-shops  are  offered  at  prices  quite  as  low  as  any 
articles  of  similar  quality  in  the  market,  and  judging  from 
the  results  of  the  past  year,  we  hope  this  department  will, 
ere  long,  not  only  defray  all  its  expenses,  but  be  pro- 
ductive of  a small  revenue  to  the  Institution.  The  male 
pupils  have  been  employed  in  manufacturing  brushes  of 
various  kinds,  brooms,  shoes  (of  which  all  used  by  the 
pupils  are  made  by  them),  door-mats,  ropes  and  twine, 
baskets,  backs  for  chairs,  and  mattrasses.  Some  kinds 
of  carpenter-work  and  turning  are  also  carried  on,  and 
carpet-weaving  and  a few  other  branches,  are  intended 
to  be  introduced.  The  pupils,  working  three  hours  per 
day,  have  during  the  last  ten  months  of  1838,  made 
articles  valued  at  8 1583  79 — almost  enough  to  defray 
all  the  expenses  for  materials,  tools,  &c.  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  teacher.  A large 
portion  of  their  time  is  devoted  to  literary  instruction, 
and  yet  we  have  ascertained  the  gratifying  fact,  that, 
almost  without  expense  to  the  Institution,  our  pupils  may 
learn  trades,  by  which  they  may  contribute  to  their  sup- 
port and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
relaxation  from  the  severe  mental  processes  by  which 
they  are  instructed  in  many  of  the  branches. 

The  female  pupils  when  not  engaged  in  the  schools, 
assist  in  most  of  the  domestic  operations  of  the  house, 
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and  perform  nearly  all  the  plain  sewing  done  in  the  Insti- 
tution. They  knit  all  the  stockings  required  by  the  pupiis 
and  bind  all  the  shoes  of  our  manufactory.  In  addition 
to  this,  they  are  employed  in  various  kinds  of  fancy 
work. 

In  regulating  the  studies  and  employments  of  the  pupils, 
regard  has  been  had  to  the  position  they  are  likely  to  oc- 
cupy in  society,  and  the  Board  feels  confident,  that  by 
instilling  correct  principles,  giving  them  pursuits  by  which 
they  may  secure  their  own  maintenance,  cultivating  their 
minds,  and  offering  them  rational  sources  of  recreation, 
they  will  enjoy  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all,  in  whatever 
sphere  they  may  be  placed. 

Idleness  is,  peculiary  to  the  Blind,  a fertile  source  of 
unhappiness ; and  one  of  the  standing  rules  adopted  by 
the  excellent  Principal  of  the  Institution,  requires  that, 
“ all  leisure  hours  should  be  occupied  with  walking  or 
some  useful  exercise.”  The  table  on  the  following  page 
may  prove  interesting,  as  showing  in  what  manner  the 
principle  just  mentioned  is  carried  out  during  the  winter 
session,  and  the  regular  duties  of  each  day  in  the  week. 
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The  Printing  Press  erected  last  year,  has  fully  realized 
the  expectations  of  the  Board.  The  type  has  been  some- 
what improved,  and  the  books  issued  from  this  Institution 
will  challenge  comparison  with  any  that  have  been  pub- 
lished elsewhere.  The  form  of  letter  employed,  originat- 
ed with  Mr.  Friedlandex-,  soon  after  the  foundation  of  the 
Institution;  and  from  much  experience  in  the  instruction 
of  the  Blind,  is  believed  to  possess  important  advantages 
over  every  other.  It  accords  almost  entirely  with  that 
adopted  by  Mr.  Alston,  of  Glasgow,  whose  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  the  Blind,  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of  this 
unfortunate  class  of  beings.  This  form  of  printing  is 
readily  learned  even  by  those,  who  have  received  their 
early  instruction  from  a different  kind.  Letters  have 
been  received  from  distant  portions  of  the  United  States, 
ordering  copies  of  our  works  for  individuals  who  had 
lost  their  sight,  when  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  and  who 
had  by  their  own  exertions,  or  with  the  assistance  of  their 
friends,  become  familiar  with  our  alphabet. 

Uniformity  in  the  printing  for  the  Blind,  would  be  a 
highly  important  means  of  removing  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  their  instruction,  and  facilitating  the 
formation  of  libraries  for  their  use.  We  trust  the  day  is 
not  far  distant,  when  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  Insti- 
tutions of  this  country  and  Europe,  to  bring  about  so 
desirable  an  object. 

The  expenses  of  this  department  during  the  past  year, 
have  been  considerable,  and  yet  it  is  one,  that  the  charita- 
ble should  hope  to  see  much  more  widely  extended.  It 
is  not  to  the  pupils  in  the  schools  that  its  advantages 
should  be  restricted  ; they  should  be  extended  to  the  very 
large  number  who  from  age  or  other  circumstances  are 
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unable  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of  instruction,  except  at 
their  homes. 

Should  our  funds  justify  it,  we  would  wish  to  furnish 
every  poor  blind  person  in  the  State,  with  at  least  a copy 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Blind  are  the  only  class 
amongst  whom  ample  provision  has  not  been  made  for 
spreading  the  consolations  of  the  Bible,  and  it  is  alone 
through  our  Institution,  with  the  assistance  of  the  bene- 
volent, that  we  can  hope  to  see  it  accomplished. 

In  the  year  1833,  “the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark”  and  a 
small  volume  containing  the  “Early  days  of  Washing- 
ton,” were  printed  for  the  pupils  of  this  Institution.  The 
Gospel  of  St.  Mark  was  the  first  book  ever  printed  for 
the  Blind,  on  this  Continent.  The  credit  of  originating  it 
is  due  to  Jacob  Snider,  jun.,  the  then  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Board ; and  to  Nathan  Dunn  and  Edward  Cole- 
man, Esquires,  Managers,  belongs  the  honour  of  having 
furnished  funds  for  the  purpose.  The  process  was  costly, 
and  the  finances  of  the  Institution  were  too  limited  to 
justify,  at  that  time,  any  further  operations.  No  other 
books  were  printed  in  the  establishment,  till  after  the 
erection  of  the  improved  printing  press,  mentioned  in  the 
last  report  to  the  Contributors.  This  press  has  been  fully 
tried,  answers  our  expectations  perfectly,  and  is  at  this 
time  in  better  working  order  than  when  first  put  in 
operation.  The  apparatus  employed  is  all  made  expressly 
for  this  kind  of  printing.  The  type,  of  which  an  ample 
supply  is  now  on  hand,  is  made  of  metal  purposely  pre- 
pared— very  hard  and  difficult  to  work  in  casting,  and  of 
course,  vastly  more  expensive  than  ordinary  type. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  press,  and  the  adoption  of 
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improved  processes  in  printing,  we  have  issued  editions 
of  the  following  works,  viz  : — 

Pages. 

The  Students’  Magazine  (periodical),  Vol.  I.  . . . 48 


“ Book  of  Ruth  14 

“ Book  of  Esther 32 

“ Proverbs  of  Solomon 94 

“ Guide  to  Spelling 86 

Select  Library  for  the  Blind,  Vol.  1 102 

Do.  do  do  Vol.  II 100 

Die  Osterier  (German) 84 

Selections  in  prose  and  poetry  (German) 42 


Besides  a number  of  lessons,  &c.,  for  the  classes. 

The  Student’s  Magazine,  “ a periodical  for  the  Blind,” 
and  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  printed,  continues  to  be 
regularly  issued,  and  fulfils  the  anticipations  of  its  bene- 
volent projector.  It  affords  a useful  book  for  reading, 
improves  the  composition  of  the  pupils,  and  is  patronized 
by  individuals  in  the  remotest  sections  of  the  Union.  Its 
size  has  been  made  to  correspond  with  that  of  our  other 
books,  and  the  subscription  price  proportionately  reduced. 
The  receipts  from  subscribers  have  thus  far,  more  than 
paid  the  expenses  of  its  publication. 

Copies  of  all  the  works  published  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution,  have  been  sent  to  the  different  schools  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  Several  copies  have  also  been 
forwarded  to  Glasgow,  in  return  for  a large  invoice 
received  from  Mr.  Alston,  in  July  last,  and  which  are 
among  the  books  now  used  by  our  pupils. 

In  July  last,  through  the  liberality  of  Isaac  S.  Lloyd, 
Esquire,  the  Board  obtained  the  title  to  the  lot  immediate- 
lv  in  the  rear  of  the  Institution.  This  lot  80  by  249  feet, 
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was  conveyed  to  the  Institution  in  fee,  upon  its  assuming 
the  payment  of  a mortgage  of  $5000.  Immediately  after 
the  acquisition  of  this  property,  the  Managers  directed 
the  erection  of  lodges  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  ; 
a measure  which  had  long  been  desired  by  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Board,  and  which  had  only  been  deferred 
till  the  title  was  obtained  for  the  property,  upon  which  it 
was  desirable  to  locate  them.  This  building  is  connected 
to  the  main  one,  only  by  a covered  passage,  and  is  so 
far  detached  from  it,  as  to  suffer  no  inconvenience  from 
the  ordinary  operations  of  the  school.  It  has  been  con- 
structed with  strict  regard  to  the  purposes  intended,  and 
will  be  at  all  times  an  important  addition  to  the  Institution, 
but  particularly  so,  should  contagious  disease  attack  our 
pupils, — as  the  infected  could  at  once  be  separated  from 
the  healthy,  and  yet  remain  under  the  immediate  care  of 
the  officers  of  the  house. 

The  introduction  of  the  Schuylkill  water,  and  its  distri- 
bution through  the  premises,  while  highly  desirable  for 
the  domestic  operations  of  the  house,  has  also  enabled  the 
Board  to  perfect  their  bathing  apparatus,  so  essential  to 
health,  and  peculiarly  important  to  the  Blind. 

The  furnaces  originally  erected  in  the  main  building, 
had  become  so  defective  as  to  render  their  reconstruction 
absolutely  necessary.  This  has  been  effected  by  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  (from  drawings  and  plans  generously 
furnished  by  Franklin  Beale,  Esq.)  in  a manner  that  has 
proved  thoroughly  successful.  No  fire  is  used  in  any 
room  above  the  basement,  and  the  whole  house,  with  per- 
fect ventilation,  is  at  all  times  comfortable.  Some  slight 
modifications  to  be  made  during  the  next  summer,  will 
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obviate  the  necessity  for  any  other  fire  in  the  main  build- 
ing, except  for  culinary  purposes. 

To  increase  the  means  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  a 
few  kinds  of  gymnastic  exercise  have  been  introduced 
during  the  past  year,  which  have  been  used  by  several  of 
the  pupils  with  great  satisfaction,  and  evident  improve- 
ment, in  their  gait  and  movements.  They  are  of  so 
simple  a character,  that  the  use  of  them  by  the  Blind  is 
believed  to  be  entirely  devoid  of  danger. 

The  extension  of  the  Institution  and  other  causes,  hav- 
ing rendered  necessary  a change  in  the  internal  organiza- 
tion of  the  house,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a committee 
in  September  last,  who  reported  a plan  that  was  adopted 
by  the  Board,  and  has  thus  far  fulfilled  our  anticipations. 
With  the  proper  employment  of  monitors,  as  previously 
stated,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  even  with  a much 
larger  number  of  pupils,  we  shall  require  no  increase  in 
the  number  of  teachers  or  officers  resident  in  the  house. 
The  following  abstract  from  the  report  of  the  committee, 
shows  the  new  organization  of  the  Institution  and  the 
names  of  the  present  incumbents. 

1.  A Principal.  To  reside  in  the  house,  and  to  be  the 
Supervisor  and  Official  Chief  of  the  Institution,  and  as 
such  responsible  for  its  conduct  to  the  Board.  Julius  R. 
Friedlander,  Esq. 

2.  An  Assistant.  To  reside  in  the  house,  to  aid  the 
Principal  in  the  performance  of  his  several  duties,  and  in 
his  absence  to  represent  him.  Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads. 

3.  A Teacher  of  Music.  To  reside  near  the  house — 
his  time  to  be  devoted  to  the  Institution  as  defined  by 
contract.  F.  Rasche. 

4.  A Prefect.  To  reside  in  the  house,  his  duties  to 
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be  the  immediate  personal  supervision  of  the  male  pupils, 
when  not  under  the  care  of  an  instructor,  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
Treasurer  or  Executive  Committee.  Owing  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Smith,  filled  temporarily. 

5.  A Superintendent  of  the  workshops  and  his  De- 
puty or  Assistant.  Both  to  reside  in  the  house.  H. 
Meyer,  Superintendent.  H.  Haverstein,  Assistant. 

G.  A Head  Printer,  and  Assistants.  Not  to  reside 
in  the  house.  M.  Snider,  Head  Printer. 

7.  A Governess.  To  reside  in  the  house, — her  duties 
to  be  the  immediate  personal  supervision  of  the  female 
pupils,  while  they  are  not  under  the  charge  of  an 
instructor,  and  to  attend  to  their  instruction  in  sewing 
and  the  elementary  branches  in  general.  Miss  Ann 
Nicholes. 

8.  A Matron.  To  reside  in  the  house  and  to  perform 
the  duties  usually  appertaining  to  that  station.  Mrs. 
Rosanna  Rhoads. 

The  Porter  and  such  other  attendants  as  may  be  found 
necessary  at  the  Institution,  are  employed  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

All  the  buildings,  furniture,  &c.,  at  the  Institution,  have 
been  insured  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire. 

The  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  March  last,  passed  an 
act  granting  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
devoted  to  the  instruction  in  some  suitable  Institution 
established  for  the  purpose — of  such  indigent  blind  chil- 
dren, residents  of  that  State,  as  shall  be  duly  recom- 
mended to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  thereof.  Under 
this  act,  three  pupils  are  now  under  the  care  of  this 
Institution. 
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In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Contributors,  a chaste  and  beautiful  Standish,  va- 
lued at  $ 170,  has  been  prepared  and  presented  to  Mr. 
Friedlander,  as  a well  earned  and  richly  merited  “mark 
of  respect  and  esteem,  and  as  an  evidence  of  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  benevolent  exertions  and  untiring  zeal  in 
behalf  of  the  Blind.” 

The  health  of  the  Principal  had  become  so  delicate  in 
November  last,  that  permission  was  given  him  to  spend 
the  winter  in  a milder  climate.  The  Board  trusts  that 
ere  long,  with  the  blessings  of  Providence,  he  will  return 
to  us,  with  renovated  health  and  ability  to  carry  out  still 
further,  his  plans  for  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  class, 
to  whose  happiness  and  comfort  he  has,  for  years,  de- 
voted himself,  with  an  energy  and  singleness  of  purpose 
worthy  of  all  praise. 

While  offering  this  gratifying  picture  of  the  success  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  the  Board  takes  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  sister  charities  already  existing  in  this 
country,  continue  in  a highly  prosperous  condition  ; and 
that  others  are  in  contemplation,  calculated  to  extend  still 
more  widely  the  blessings  of  education  to  the  unfortunate 
objects  of  our  care.  The  number  of  Blind  in  the  United 
States  is  so  much  larger  than  was  formerly  supposed, 
that  to  give  even  a majority  of  them  proper  instruction, 
will  require  an  extended  scale  for  all  the  Institutions  like- 
ly  to  be  put  in  operation. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  feels  confident,  that  as  our 
Institution  is  more  thoroughly  known,  and  as  the  blessings 
it  is  diffusing  are  more  plainly  seen — the  firmer  will  be  its 
hold  on  the  sympathies  of  the  community,  and  the  surer 
will  it  be  of  retaining  them.  The  fact,  now  well  ascer* 

2 * 
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tained,  that  of  all  the  cases  of  blindness,  a very  large  pro- 
portion result  from  accident  or  disease  subsequent  to 
birth,  makes  this  charity,  one,  in  which  every  man  feels 
that  he,  or  those  most  dear  to  him,  may,  one  day,  be  per- 
sonally interested.  It  offers  too,  one  of  the  strongest 
incentives  for  perseverence  in  the  great  work  of 
“ ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  sightless,”  and  car- 
rying out  this  object  of  the  benevolent  founders  of  our 
noble  Institution,  until  the  blessings  of  education,  the 
lights  of  science,  and  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  shall 
be  given  to  every  blind  person  in  the  land. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  President. 

OLIVER  FULLER,  Recording  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  March  4th,  1839. 
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Cash  Acc't.  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Penna.  Institution  for  the 

DR. 


1838.  Balance  as  per  Report  of  F.  Fraley,  Esq., 
eb.  28,  late  Treasurer,  - - - $8189  40 

Received  from  State  Pennsylvania,  for  indi- 
gent pupils,  - - - 7486  56 

Received  from  State  Delaware,  for  do.  1513  15 
Do.  do.  do.  New  Jersey,  for  do.  1393  19 

Do.  do.  Pay  Pupils,  - - 700  00 

Do.  do.  Annual  Contributors,  - 440  73 

Do.  donations  and  Life  Members,  - 243  50 

Do.  from  Concert,  $ 191  50,  and  Exhibi- 
tions, $ 158  45,  - - - 349  95 

Do.  Donation  Boxes,  - - - 39  00 

Do.  for  Manufactures  sold,  - 599  13 

Do.  do.  Students’  Magazine,  and  Books 
printed  in  the  Institution,  - - 313  00 

Received  for  Post  Notes,  (May  11th,  1838)  of 
$5000,  due  September  25th,  1838,  - 4882  50 

Received  from  F.  Fraley,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer, 

Interest  on  temporary  investment,  - 35  82 

Received  from  B.  W.  Richards,  Chairman  Fi- 
nance Committee,  Interest  on  temporary 
investment,  - - - 86  50 

Received  from  J.  Palmer,  Jr.,  for  Rents  on 
Birch  Estate,  (less  taxes,  repairs,  and  his 
commission,)  - - - 475  50 


Received  on  account  of  Birch  Estate,  sold  by 
J.  Palmer,  Jr.,  viz : 

Property  in  Vine  near  Thirteenth, 

($  1200  remaining  on  mortgage)  $2800  00 
Property  in  South  Fifth  street,  ($750 
remaining  on  mortgage)  - 450  00 

Property  in  Budd  street,  - - 1000  00 


$4250  00 

Less  paid  for  recording  mort- 
gages, - - - $4  00 

Less  paid  J.  Palmer’s  Commis- 
sion 1 per  cent,  on  $5800, 

and  1§  per  cent,  on  $ 1200,  78  00—82  00 — 4168  00 


$30,915  93 

1839. 

Feb.  28,  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  - - $789  68 

WILLIAM  ASHBRIDGE,  Treasurer. 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

NATHAN  DUNN,  ' j Committee  of  Finance. 

March  2,  1839. 
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Instruction  of  the  Blind,  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1839. 

CR. 

Paid  by  order  of  Board  of  Managers,  for  sala- 
ries of  Principal,  Teachers,  Assistants,  &c.,  $4582  6G 
School,  viz : Books,  Maps,  Musical  Instruments, 

Music,  &c.,  - - - 354  11 

Manufacturing  Materials  and  Tools,  - 984  94 

Printing  Department,  viz.,  salary  of 
Printer,  ...  400  00 

Paper,  - ...  457  25 

Binding,  Distributing,  &c.  - 561  79 

Carpenter-work  in  Office,  - 65  00 

Other  expenses  in  do.  - - 38  25-1532  29 

Clothing,  ...  . 295  70 

Maintenance,  viz : Groceries,  Provisions  and 
sundry  House  Expenses,  - 4753  93 

Building,  viz  : Lodges  for  the  sick,  altering  Fur- 
naces in  main  building,  and  sundry  repairs 
and  improvements,  - - 4139  44 

Cupping,  Leeching  and  Medicine,  - 157  75 

Expenses  of  Pupils  to  Baltimore  & Washington,  70  46 
Insurance  on  Furniture,  - - - 37  00 

Printing  last  Annual  Report,  Blank  Books,  Ad- 
vertising, serving  notices,  &c.,  - 288  90 

Discount  on  uncurrent  money,  $8  13,  and 
postages,  86,  - - - 8 99 

Sundry  petty  expenses,  - - - 132  63 

J.  R.  Friedlander,  Esq.,  by  order  of  Contributors,  1500  00 
Silver  Ink  Stand,  for  J.  R.  F.,  by  order  of  do.  170  00 

B.  A.  Rose,  late  Steward,  - - 75  00 

Mch.  13,  Post  Note  for  $5000,  due  September  25th, 

1833.  1838,  ...  . 4835  83 

Interest  on  $ 10,000,  to  John  Bohlen,  Esq.,  - 600  00 

Do.  do.  Lot  conveyed  to  the  Institution, 
by  Isaac  Lloyd,  Esq.  - - - 604  62 

Recording  Deed  from  I.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  - 2 00 

Feb.  28,  Mortgage  to  late  Judge  Hallo  well,  on  lot,  from 
1839.  I.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  ...  5000  00 

Balance,  ...  789  68 


$30915  93 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS  IN  THE  INSTITUTION, 

MARCH  4th,  1839. 

Name.  Where  from.  When  admitted. 


Abraham  Marsh, 

Philadelphia  City,  1833. 

March  25th. 

Sarah  Marsh, 

do. 

do. 

Theodore  Myers, 

do. 

do. 

Mary  Ann  Mallett, 

Philadelphia  County, 

April  29th. 

William  Graham, 

do. 

do. 

William  Hatz, 

Lancaster  County, 

June  3d. 

Beniah  Parvin, 

Delaware  State, 

July  16th. 

John  B.  Martindale, 

Charleston  (S.  C.) 

Nov.  6th. 

Jewett  H.  Gray, 

Virginia  State,  1834. 

March  24th. 

Richard  Guyn, 

Bucks  County, 

April  12th. 

Mary  E.  Nuniviller, 

Philadelphia  County, 

May  12th. 

Hannah  Gillem, 

Franklin  County, 

May  16th. 

Hannah  Newbourough,  Chester  County, 

Sept.  6th. 

Joseph  Ramsey, 

Philadelphia  County, 

Nov.  15th. 

Elizabeth  Solomon, 

Bucks  County,  1835. 

May  13th. 

Philip  Feterow, 

York  County, 

Sept.  12th. 

Mary  E.  Wiley, 

Maryland  State, 

Sept.  8th. 

Eli  Wheelan, 

Lancaster  Co.,  1834. 

June  24th. 

Mary  V.  Roberts, 

Philadelphia  Co.,  1835. 

Nov.  28th. 

Rachel  Laird, 

Centre  County, 

April  22d. 

Eliza  A.  Howell, 

New  Jersey  State,  1836. 

May  10th. 

Jonathan  Dyer, 

Bucks  County, 

April  23d. 

Wm.  H.  Churchman, 

Delaware  State, 

Sept.  2d. 

Nicholas  Thompson, 

Montgomery  County, 

Sept.  6th. 

Samuel  Pyle, 

Philadelphia  City, 

Nov.  1st. 

James  Buchanan, 

Delaware  State, 

Nov.  12th. 

Lydia  Marsh, 

Philadelphia  City, 

Nov.  18th. 

Matilda  Hankins, 

New  Jersey  State, 

Nov.  23d. 

Elizabeth  Adolph, 

Philadelphia  Co.,  1837. 

Jan.  20th. 

John  Burris, 

do. 

Feb.  1st. 

Sarah  A.  Dandy, 

New  Jersey  State, 

April  11th. 
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Name. 

Where  from. 

When  admitted. 

Charles  Torrens, 

Philadelphia  County, 

April  13th. 

William  Keim, 

do. 

do. 

Patrick  Kelly, 

do. 

April  22d. 

Elizab.  A.Fennimore, 

New  Jersey  State, 

May  4th. 

Maria  Gill, 

Philadelphia, 

May  25th. 

Samuel  McGiffin, 

Huntington  County, 

May  30th. 

Mary  Donelly, 

Philadelphia, 

June  16th. 

Eliza  Ann  Haines, 

Lancaster  County, 

May  — , 

John  Robinson, 

do. 

March  6th. 

Henry  Boyer, 

Berks  County, 

Oct.  26th. 

Marcia  Finney, 

Luzerne  County, 

Nov.  7th. 

Jacob  Berry, 

Chester  County, 

Sept.  14th. 

George  Laws, 

Philadelphia, 

1838. 

Jan.  2d. 

Charles  Kandel, 

Schuylkill  County, 

Jan.  5th. 

Lewis  Beaumont, 

Philadelphia, 

Anne  Fithian, 

Bridgeton,  N.  J. 

1838. 

March  15th. 

Emma  Westly, 

Philadelphia, 

1838. 

April  16th. 

John  Shule, 

Baltimore, 

do. 

May  22d. 

Rebecca  E.  Lafleur, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Sarah  Miner, 

Luzerne  County, 

1838. 

June  19th. 

Maria  Jones, 

Philadelphia, 

do. 

June  20th. 

Elvina  Wasley, 

do. 

do. 

Sept.  4th. 

Hugh  Coyle, 

Pittsburg, 

do. 

Nov.  3d. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

In  every  case  of  application  for  the  admission  of  a pupil 
into  this  Institution,  answers  are  to  be  given  in  writing  to 
the  questions  contained  in  the  printed  form,*  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Managers.  The  applicant  is  then  always 
examined  by  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians,  upon  whose 
certificate  being  given  that  the  case  is  one  of  incurable 
blindness,  and  in  other  respects,  suitable  for  the  Institution, 
— the  Committee  make  the  necessary  subsequent  arrange- 
ments and  issue  their  order  for  the  reception  of  the  indi- 
vidual as  a pupil  of  the  Institution,  It  is  desirable  that 
those  entering  the  school,  should  not  be  less  than  seven 
nor  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age. 

The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, New  Jersey,  and  Maryland  have  made  provision 
for  the  education  of  portions  of  the  Indigent  Blind,  resid- 
ing in  their  several  States.  Applicants  for  the  bounty  of 
either  of  the  above-named  Commonwealths,  must  conform 
to  the  requisitions  and  acts  of  their  respective  Legislatures, 
before  they  can  be  admitted. 

For  the  information  of  applicants  from  a distance,  the 
names  and  directions  of  the  “ Committee  of  Admission,” 
and  of  the  Visiting  Physicians  are  appended. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

EDWARD  PENNINGTON,  No.  96  South  Fourth  Street. 

RICHARD  PRICE,  No.  133  Market  Street. 

WM.  ASHBRIDGE,  No.  321  Arch  Street. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 

CASPAR  MORRIS,  M.  D.,  C'hesnut  Street,  near  Broad. 

THOMAS  S.  KIRKBRIDE,  M.  D„  No.  94,  Arch  Street. 

* This  printed  form  for  applicants  for  admission,  and  all  other  information 
relative  thereto,  will  be  given  upon  application,  personally  or  by  letter,  (post 
paid)  to  either  of  the  members  of  the  “Committee  of  Admission  and  Discharge.” 
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HYMN. 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  PUPILS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR 
THE  INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

1. 

O,  thou  great  and  gracious  Being ! 

To  all  creatures  ever  kind ! 

Source  of  vision  to  the  seeing, 

Friend  and  Father  of  the  Blind  ! 

2. 

Joys  of  sight ! they  are  denied  us : 

Let  thy  holy  will  be  done ! 

In  our  blindness  thou  wilt  guide  us, 

Thou,  O God,  our  Light,  our  Sun  ! 

3. 

Thro’  the  sounds  that  fall  and  linger 
On  the  eager,  list’ning  ear; 

Thro’  the  quick-discerning  finger, 

Bidding  darkness  disappear ; 

4. 

Thro’  the  friends  whom  thou  hast  given, 

And  whose  hearts  thy  love  controls, 

Thou  art  pouring  down  from  Heaven, 

Learning’s  light  upon  our  souls ! 

5. 

Now,  no  ills  our  hearts  shall  sadden, 

They  shall  know  no  painful  fears ; 

Though  our  eyes  no  sun-beams  gladden, 

They  shall  stream  no  more  with  tears. 

3 
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ORIGINAL  COMPOSITION  BY  A PUPIL. 

LINES  ON  OCCASION  OF  THE  DEPARTURE  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
INSTITUTION  TO  THE  SOUTH,  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  HIS  HEALTH. 

Farewell  ! Ah,  must  that  mournful  sound 
Awake  the  echoes  of  these  halls  ; 

And  shades  of  sadness  gather  round, 

Where  now  the  light  of  gladness  falls  1 
Farewell ! — What  volumes  are  express’d  ! 

What  depth  of  feeling  in  that  word  ! — 

But  feeling’s  tide  must  be  suppress’d, 

And  only  Reason’s  voice  be  heard. 

Be  mem’ry,  fancy,  silent  there  ; — 

Bring  not  so  vividly  to  view 
The  scenes  of  active,  anxious  care, 

We  witness’d,  when  our  friends  were  few. 

When  he,  whose  absence  we  must  mourn, 

With  youth,  and  health,  and  hope  elate, 

Laugh’d  all  our  timid  doubts  to  scorn, 

And  cheer’d  us  to  achievements  great. 

And  oh ! paint  not  that  honor’d  form, 

So  changed,  so  languid ; say  not  why  : 

For  we,  with  fortitude  would  arm 
Our  hearts,  to  quell  each  selfish  sigh, 

And  say  farewell  ! — Oh  ! haste  away  ! — 

Go,  seek  those  genial  southern  bowers, 

Where  healthful  zephyrs  wildly  stray, 

’Mid  verdant  shades,  and  over  flowers. 

There  seek  that  long  denied  repose 
Thy  wearied  spirit  must  require  ; 

And  may  each  perfum’d  breeze  that  blows, 

With  vig’rous  health  thy  frame  inspire. 

And  when  the  gentle  voice  of  Spring 
Resounds  from  stream,  and  grove,  and  plain, 

Her  mild  invitation  mingling 
With  ours,  to  call  thee  home  again, 

Still  may  the  bright  and  buoyant  wing 
Of  health,  thy  ev’ry  step  attend, 

Till  these  glad  halls  with  welcome  ring, 

To  our  returning  guide  and  friend. 

Sarah  Miner,  Pupil  of  the  Institution. 


Nov.  19,  1838. 
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STATEMENT 

OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA I FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  CENSUS  OF  1830,  IN  THE 
FOLLOWING  COUNTIES,  VIZI 


PERSONS. 


Adams 

7 

Allegheny. . 

21 

Armstrong 

10 

Beaver 

8 

Bedford 

8 

Berks 

24 

Butler 

3 

Bradford 

3 

Bucks 

8 

Cambria 

3 

Centre 

2 

Chester 

27 

Clearfield 

2 

Columbia 

. 10 

Crawford 

1 

Cumberland 

3 

Delaware 

6 

Dauphin 

14 

Erie 

5 

Franklin 

9 

Fayette 

23 

Greene 

12 

Huntingdon 

6 

Indiana 

2 

Jefferson 

1 

Lancaster 

20 

Carried  up 238 


PERSONS. 

Brought  up 238 

Lehigh 3 

Luzerne 8 

Lycoming 3 

Lebanon 9 

Mercer 16 

Mifflin 7 

MTvean 1 

Montgomery 14 

Northampton 13 

Northumberland 4 

Philadelphia  City 25 

Philadelphia  County..  ..  32 

Perry 2 

Potter 1 

Schuylkill 5 

Susquehanna 6 

Somerset 9 

Tioga 3 

Union 8 

Venango 2 

Washington 19 

Warren 3 

Westmoreland 15 

W ayne 1 

York 28 


475 

Coloured  persons 28 


Total 503 


From  inquiries  made  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachu- 
setts, there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  number  of  Blind 
in  both  these  States,  is  much  larger  than  that  stated  in 
the  census. 
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FORM  OF  A LEGACY. 

I hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  The  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  located 
in  Philadelphia,  and  their  successors,  forever,  (if  real 
estate)  all  that  &c.  (If  personal)  the  sum  of,  &c. 


All  legacies  and  donations  intended  to  promote  the 
extension  of  the  printing  department,  and  to  aid  in  sup- 
plying the  indigent  Blind  with  books,  should  specify  that 
particular  object. 


Contributions  and  donations,  will  be  received  by  the 
Treasurer,  at  No.  112  Market  street,  or  by  either  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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DEATH  OF  mr.  FRIED  LADDER. 

While  the  foregoing  report  was  passing  through  the  press, 
the  Board  of  Managers,  in  common  with  the  whole  community, 
were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  which  society  has  sus- 
tained in  the  death  of  the  benevolent  Principal  of  the  Institution. 
He  returned  from  the  South  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  died  on 
Sunday  the  17th,  at  the  Institution — the  noble  monument  of 
his  successful  labours,— surrounded  by  the  grateful  hearts  of 
those  in  whose  welfare  all  his  feelings  had  been  so  deeply  in- 
terested,— and  with  all  the  attentions  and  comforts,  that  de- 
voted and  sympathizing  friends  were  able  to  bestow. 

Impressive  funeral  services  were  performed,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  20th,  before  the  inmates  of  the  house,  the  officers  of  the 
Institution  and  a large  number  of  friends  ; after  which  the  In- 
terment took  place  at  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  upon  learning 
the  melancholy  intelligence,  are  appended. 


At  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  held  on  the 
18th  inst.,  John  Vaughan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair,  and  T. 
Learning  Smith,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Benjamin  W. 
Richards,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Board  having  been  informed  that  Mr.  Julius  R.  Fried- 
lander,  the  first  Principal  of  the  Institution,  died  on  the  17th 
inst.,  at  half-past  two  o’clock,  A.  M. ; and  anxious  to  record 
their  sense  of  his  personal  worth,  his  amiable  disposition,  and 
his  signal  services  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind,  adopt  the  following 
resolutions : 


3* 
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Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  recognize  the  loss  of  a man  of  most  estimable 
disposition,  refined  and  elegant  mind,  and  of  devoted  and  in- 
telligent assiduity  to  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  Institution, 
in  the  original  establishment  of  which  he  was  so  active  an 
agent,  and  over  which  he  has  presided  since  its  formation. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Waterman,  Dr.  Kirkbride, 
Mr.  Pennington  and  Mr.  Kane,  be  a committee  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  interment  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  and  to 
devise  and  execute  an  appropriate  memorial  of  his  character 
and  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  will  attend  his 
funeral  in  a body,  and  that  the  Corporators  in  this  Institution 
be  invited  to  unite  with  them  in  this  tribute  of  respect. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson, 

Resolved,  ThatB.  W.  Richards,  Esq.  be  requested  to  prepare 
a necrological  notice  of  Mr.  Friedlander,  to  be  preserved 
among  the  archives  of  the  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Meigs, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  under  the  second 
Resolution  be  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  relatives  of 
Mr.  Friedlander,  an  expression  of  the  sympathies  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Institution  and  a copy  from  the  records  of 
their  action  on  the  occasion  of  his  decease. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Morris,  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  President. 

T.  Leaming  Smith,  Secretary. 
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The  following  beautiful  lines,  which  appeared  in  the  National 
Gazette  of  this  city,  on  the  19 th,  are  so  appropriate  that  no 
apology  is  needed  for  inserting  them,  in  connection  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

DEATH  OF  J.  R.  FRIEDLANDER. 

Lines  suggested  by  the  decease  of  J.  R.  Friedlander,  the 
Principal  of  “ the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind,”  who  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  March,  1839. 

Calm  and  serene  broke  forth  the  ray 
That  usher’d  in  the  holy  day: 

The  outward  World  was  still — 

Yet  drooping  sadness  greets  the  morn, 

And  deep  felt  sighs  from  hearts  forlorn 
Bespeaks  some  fearful  ill. 

A gracious  spirit ’s  pass'd  away — 

Free'd  from  the  frail  and  feeble  clay 
In  which  it  was  inurn’d; 

While  tears  from  sightless  eyes  descend 
In  sorrow  for  the  much-lov’d  friend 
Whose  heart  for  them  had  yearn’d. 

He  came  from  realms  beyond  the  sea — 

Mov’d  by  a holy  sympathy 
For  woe  of  every  kind ; 

On  mercy’s  errand  still  intent 
He  seemed  the  chosen-one — the  sent — 

To  bless  the  helpless  blind. 
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Far  from  his  home  and  native  land, 

He  drew  around  a little  band, 

Whose  orbs  were  darkly  seal’d ; 

And  as  attrition  sends  out  gleams 
Of  strange  and  bright  magnectic  beams. 
W as  light  to  them  reveal’d. 


That  Mental  and  that  Moral  light, 
Whose  import  far  exceeds  the  sight 
To  mortal  vision  given; 

And  thus,  attun’d  by  mind  and  heart, 
T o rayless  eyes  did  he  impart 
Glimpses  of  truth  and  heaven. 


His  soul  was  eager  to  pursue 
The  work  that  he  had  plan’d  to  do — 
Forgotten  was  his  frame ; 

He  thought  but  of  his  strength  of  mind 
Which  fill’d  with  love  to  all  mankind 
Glow’d  with  undying  flame. 


But  fragile,  frail,  he  sank  apace — 
His  sand  had  nearly  run  its  race, 
When  hope,  with  radiant  eyes, 
Allur’d  his  ardent  Spirit  forth. 

To  leave  awhile  the  frigid  north, 
And  trust  to  southern  skies. 


Vain,  vain,  alas ! the  southern  ray — 
His  steps  retrace  the  weary  way  ; 

And  like  the  wandering  dove, 

He  seeks  the  Home  of  rest  and  peace, 
Where  his  pure  soul  may  seek  release 
Amidst  the  arms  of  love. 
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His  course  is  ended — and  we  mourn 
Not  him  who  in  the  silent  urn, 

Is  free  from  care  and  pain  ; 

But  mourn  we  for  the  sightless  band 
Who’ve  lost  that  kind  directing  hand 
They  ne’er  shall  feel  again. 

A friend  has  gone,  whose  life  was  true; 

And  tho’  his  days  and  years  were  few, 

His  deeds  will  grow  more  bright, 

As  after  Time  of  him  will  say, 

He  clear’d  a mental  night  away, 

And  gave  the  Blind  their  sight. 

S. 
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